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Research Topic  

Centred on the core perspective of ‘synergistic integration of architecture and 
landscape’, this research explores sustainable community public space design 
methodologies tailored to China's national context. It balances ecological optimisation, 
functional integration, cultural heritage preservation, and all-age accessibility requirements.

Research Objectives    
1. To systematise the theoretical foundations and practical experience of sustainable 

community public space design;
2. To establish a design methodology framework that is scientifically grounded, 

operationally feasible, and regionally adaptable;
3. To provide theoretical underpinnings and practical guidance for the high-quality 

development of community public spaces in China.



Research Subject

Regional Location：
Huayuan Xincun (Garden New 

Village) is located in Changzhou City, 

covering an area of approximately 22.6 

hectares and divided into two communities. 

The design scope of this project is the 

landscape section.

The Sustainable Development of Public 
Spaces in Chinese Communities: A Case 

Study of Changzhou Garden, an 
Established Neighbourhood

The Sustainable Development of Public Spaces in Chinese 
Communities: A Case Study of Changzhou Garden, an Established 
Neighbourhood.



Definition and Category

Old neighbourhoods typically refer to urban residential 
areas constructed some time ago, characterised by ageing 
infrastructure and declining living standards. They constitute 
an important part of a city's historical and cultural fabric.

Old neighbourhoods vividly reflect the social landscape, 
architectural styles and lifestyles of their era. Buildings 
constructed across different historical periods bear the 
indelible mark of their time, from their structural design to 
their decorative details.

Mechanism of formation



Against the backdrop of global urbanisation advancing 
towards high-quality development, “sustainable 
development” has become the core consensus in community 
building. The quality of public spaces directly impacts 
residents' sense of well-being and the ecological resilience 
of cities.

Urban residents' demands for community public spaces 
extend beyond mere functionality; they increasingly seek 
emotional fulfilment and personalised experiences. 
Community regeneration must demonstrate care for 
residents' emotional needs, adhering steadfastly to a people-
centred approach.

International background



The relevant policies issued by China

2000
Document No. 23 of the General Office of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of 

China [2000] 

Outlined requirements for the construction of 
community public service facilities

 Time |         Policy Document (Abbreviation) |                         Policy Focus |

2018 United Nations SUC Sustainable Cities and 
Communities Guidelines

Providing evaluation criteria and 
management systems for sustainable cities 

and communities |

Launching Pilot Programmes for Complete 
Community Development to Coordinate the 

Construction of Vibrant Neighbourhoods
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development Order  [2022] No. 48 

 
State Council General Office Circular [2023]

 No. 121 
2023

2022

Advancing the Construction of Embedded 
Service Facilities in Urban Communities and 
Improving the Community Service System



The relevant policies issued by China

1970s
-1980

Social-Oriented Renewal
Shifted from large-scale clearance renewal to 

community-participatory renewal, emphasizing social 
equity, residents' needs, and historical preservation. 

 Time:                                                                                        Characteristics:

1990s-
2000s

Market-Driven Regeneration
Under the influence of neoliberalism, emphasized 

public-private partnerships, economic competitiveness, 
and city branding. 

Integrated economic, social, and environmental goals, 
focusing on cultural identity, community participation, 

and ecological sustainability. 
Sustainable Comprehensive 

Renaissance

Resilient Smart Urbanism2020s-
2025

2010s-
2020s

Post-pandemic era emphasizing urban resilience, 
digital transformation, and inclusive development. 







Restore 













· Current Road Condition: The concrete pavement has problems such as damage and 
cracking, resulting in poor pavement quality.

· 

· Current Landscape Condition: The site is simple and monotonous, with overgrown 
and disorganized ground cover vegetation.



·Current Situation of 

the Cultural Square:

There is insufficient 

resting space in the 

community square, 

with a lack of seating 

facilities. 

Additionally, there is 

a shortage of shaded 

areas for shelter 

from the sun and 

rain.

Key Node of Huayuan Community – Cultural Square



Spring Planting

Winter planting

Summer Planting

Autumn Planting



Design Concept

The design 
philosophy is to mend the 
environmental foundation 
through "ecological 
repair," activate 
community identity via 
"humanistic symbiosis," 
and ultimately build a 
sustainable public space 
that is inclusive for all ages, 
resilient for the future, and 
rich with collective 
memory, through a 
profound integration of 
architecture and landscape.



Schematic sketch
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