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ABSTRACT

Horbachova Valeriia Vadymivna. Painting of postcolonial India: artistic
experiments, figurative and plastic structure.d Qualifying scientific work on
manuscript rights.

Dissertation for obtaining the scientific degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D)
in specialty 0230 Fine art, decorative art, restoration. Kharkiv State Academy of
Design and Arts. Kharkiv, 2023.

In today's conditions of martial law in our country due to the aggression of the
Russian Federation from February 24, 2022, which aims to destroy Ukrainians as
nation along with Ukrainian culture, the preservation of our scientific achievements, in
Oriental studies, including Indology, is of particular importance.

The dissertation is devoted to the study of the formation of the Imdiaonal
school of painting in the conditions of liberation from colonial dependence. The
formation of Oriental studies and Indology in Ukrainian culture began in the 1920s but
was interrupted as a result of repressions against Ukrainian scientists the&ing
Stalinist era in the 30s of the 20th centuries. To eliminate the gaps in Ukrainian ari
history in the field of Indology that have developed today, this dissertation examines
one of the least researched periods in the painting of India in thegostl period.

The aim of the work was a comprehensive coverage of the stages of the
development of Indian painting, which was formed in the context of the reaction to the
colonial history of India, as well as the formation of the national school, its inherent
artistic experiments, and wal and plastic conceptShe object of researchis Indian
painting of the end of the 19th and 20th centurigse subject of the studyis the
restoration of the national Indian school of painting in the conditions of gaining
independene, as well as the artistic and stylistic features of the work of Indian painters
o0 followers of the swadeshi direction and representatives of the academic school.

The scientific noveltyis that, as a result of the conducted research, a number of

works by Indian artists of the 20th century were introduced into scientific circulation



for the first time; strategies of interpretations of poabnial Indian art and pictorial
concepts that have been around and changed during the 20th century are reveale
improved understanding of the concept of the revival of the national Indian scitbol

the direction of swadeshi in painting; the understanding of the peculiarities of the
coexistence of academic art and the development of national revival with an orientatior
to traditional forms of art has gained further development; the overview attiviy

of art associations of India after the actual independence of the country was clarifiec
and supplemented, as well as the vector of the development of Indian art second ha
20th century.

The work consists of an introduction, four chapters, conclusions, a list of used
sources and appendices (album and list of illustrations, list of publications and
approvals of research results).

In thefirst chapter, the results of the historiography of specialized literature are
presented, the source base is given, and the research methodology is substantiated.
analysis of historiography proved that in modern art studies, the topic of artistic
experiments and durative structure of Indian artists within the framework of post
colonial processes was discussed only fragmentarily in the works of individual
Indologistsart historian® P. Mitter, R. Parimoo, S. Kramrisch. Such studies do not
contan a holistic view of the internal processes of the reformation of Indian painting
during the period of awareness of the colonial influence and the way to overcome it
Processing of archival materials, collections of museums, galleries made it possible t
create the necessary source base for revealing the integrity of the process of formatic
of modern Indian painting, as well as to trace the evolution of the artistic practices of
Indian artists during the 20th century.

The second chaptetraces the influence of colonialism on Indian art, reflected
in various aspects of artistic expression, production, and identity. The transformatior
of the art education system in the context of the transition from the guardianship of the

Indian rulers othe principalities to the patronage of British officials and the European



audience is revealed. The aesthetic needs of the new rulers gradually influenced ai
first through the commercial component, such as the increase in the correlation o
orders depending on the genre, style, or technique, and later on the inability of the
Hindus to influence the curriculum in any way. At an institutional level, colonial rule
laid the foundations for how Indian society consumed art and shaped its perceptiol
through segmentation and evaluation along religious lines, through Victorian ethical
models of interpretation, and attempts to draw parallels with European art in both Indie
and the West.

In turn, this led to the development of academic painting in India and the
formation of a galaxy of soalled gentleman artists who preferred oil paints, portraits,
still lifes and naturalistic sketches. There is a change in the perception of the natione
art of India, as well as its positioning as naive and folk in contrast to the European
academic traditions of painting. The reaction of the cultural community of India to
colonialism was studied, which manifested itself in two variaméflections throub
artistic and cultural printed publications, which become a space for polemics of all
parties, as well as the creation of a radical Swadeshi movement and the formation of
new appreciation of national art for Hindus.

Despite its difficulties, colonialism also created cultural resistance through art.
Some Indian artists used their works to express their disagreement with colonial rule
social injustice, and cultural appropriation. Art became a powerful means of campveyin
national sentiments and engendered pride in indigenous heritage. It was found the
various manifestations of the direction of swadeshe movement for independence,
become an important basis for the formation of-aalonial sentiments in Indian
pairting. Thanks to the active activity of his followers, the first independent
Santiniketan Art University is being formed, Indian art history and criticism are
developing, and the focus of Hindu attention is fixed on the preservation of the nationa

artisticheritage and its correct assessment in the world context.



A significant part of the Indian elite, which supported the arts, were supporters
of the Swadeshi movement. Such figures as E. B. Havel, sister Nivedita and
¢ .Coomaraswamy became ideologues and guides on the way to the acquisition of the
own painting ad the revival of culture in general. Strong support for artists and new
conditions, such as the Bengal School, are growing a new young galaxy of artists.

Thethird chapteranalyzes the work of N. Bose and J. Roy, pioneers of modern
Indian art, representatives of theaaled second wave of nationalist artists. A separate
section is also dedicated to the creative work of women artists, whose art is importan
in the contexbf the formation of antcolonial consciousness in Indian art.

The stages of formation of N. Bose and J. Roy, and the context in which the
artists were formed and worked, are analyzed. An analysis of the creative anc
pedagogical concept of N. Bose within the framework of Kala Bhavana and
Shantiniketan, as well as tlstages of the artist's development of visual and cultural
national identity within the framework of the study of monumental painting of India
and local traditions of individual regions, the connection with the Bauhaus school, was
carried out. It was estabhed that the basis of the philosophical vision and the key
stage of J. Roy's evolution was the democratism of art. This is what led him from
academic art to folk styles and was also reflected in the construction of his own concer
of pictorial representin on the border of eclecticism, including with Christian
subjects.

It is revealed that the art scene of India during the 20th century also includes the
activities of women artists, who quickly became one of the active figures. Women's ar
in general reflects the processes, phenomena and subjects that were left out of tt
attention of the artists of the Bengal Renaissance school and the followers of the
Swadeshi movement. During the first half of the 20th century. the visibility of female
artists retelling the stories of characters from personal narratives to scenealarsci
geopolitical upheavals, such as mass migration or acts of violence, is noticeably

increasing. Drawing inspiration from the archetypal female images of Eastern anc



Western cultures, the artists carried out a complex work, with the desire to rethink the
history of colonialism and patriarchy, which continued to press on society even after
the country gained independence.

Thefourth chapterreveals the formation and activity of independent initiatives
whose work is characterized not only by a reaction to the colonial history of their
culture, but also by a gradual process of integration into the world artistic context. The
reformation of geres, as well as thematic and stylistic features of artistic grdufise
Calcutta group, the Bengali progressive art group, and the Cholamandal artists' villag
0 are revealed. So, for example, in the colonial period, the portrait wasglstr
influenced by the European traditions of naturalism, which was taught in state art
colleges. After independence, waves of social and political turbulence pushed Indiar
artists to new ways of representing the porthaid more stylized one that cowldnvey
the artist's inner vision of the subject.

The various traditions of mysticism that have inspired Indian artists over the
centuries have led artists to formulate a new visual language. Although neotantrisn
takes its forms from tantric art, the style developed as a visual and aesthetic exercis
independent of theoretical writings. Practicing artists were united in their attempt to
develop a language of abstraction outside of available Western models. Formally
neotantric art seeks to go beyond the figurative and develop a common set o
recognizable miversal forms that convey the artist's vision.

Thematically, contemporary art in India differs from Indian modernism in its less
focus on form and increased concern with the spoidical realities that constituted
public discourse in late twentiettentury India. Artists expressed their fear of stijce
and suffering, using a combination of naturalistic tropes and satirical expressions tc
critique culture and society through mtfitjure compositions, still lifes, and abstract

landscapes.



It finds that postmodern ideas began to develop in Indian art between the 1960
and 1980s through the work of artists who trained in traditional mediums but whose

practices evolved into installations and digital media.

Key words: Indian painting, Bengali school, national art, fine art, orientalism,

modernism, avargarde, preservation, tradition, innovations.
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